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HEAVEN: What do you think it is going to be like? 

My Vision of Heaven                 -Garry Miller 

The warm moist air was a marbled blend of exquisite atmospheric purity and swirls 
of muted floral fragrances. Alan tried to describe the colors and shapes of some of 
the flowers he saw and smelled, as he continued telling Jillian, his great, great 
granddaughter, what it was like when he arrived.  “It was odd, Jilly girl, and won-
derful to be able to smell the flowers and not start sneezing and getting all stuffed 
up.  I’ve had allergies all my life.”  Jillian, her Grandpa had always called her Jilly girl, 
smiled, her lower lip shoved up in an understanding grin, as she nodded her head 
with a “Been there, done that” look in her twinkling eyes.  She too had always had 
allergies before she arrived.   

 “Well Jilly girl, when I first was aware of being here I found myself on a really neat 
garden path and my feet were already moving me forward.”   He stopped himself 
for moment and asked, “Have you noticed Jilly that there are lots of those garden 
paths here?  Whoever takes care of those gardens and paths must really be having 
fun. They are more serene and beautiful than any garden I’ve ever seen, and I’ve 
been around awhile.” 

 Jillian, said “I know what you mean Grandpa”.   She continued, “Have you seen 
any of the animals?  If you come across a rabbit or a ground hog they don’t run 
away or try to hide in a hole.  They just sit there, totally unafraid, as if they were 
welcoming guests into their home.  I think that is so cool.”  Alan nodded his 
head.  He had marveled at the same thing.  He remarked “Jilly I’ve seen the same 
thing in people here.  No one is afraid. Everyone seems at ease, and you know I 
don’t think I’ve seen one sick or sad person since arriving.   

 “Anyway, as I started to tell you, I was amazed when I arrived, at how clear the air 
seemed to be.  At the same time I found myself walking along the path I also 
started hearing, even almost feeling, the soft sounds of voices and laughter.  The 
voices seemed vaguely familiar. I could see the people who were talking.  It was a 



woman and a man.  They were a couple hundred yards away heading in my direction 
on the very same path on which I was walking towards them.”   Alan ran the fingers 
of his right hand through his thick brown hair, looked at the ground, shook his head 
back and forth, and chuckled, saying, “You know, I thought it had to be the pristine 
quality of the air.” As far away as they were, it seemed to me that I could even see a 
mole on that woman’s neck.  He said, “I thought to myself, how weird is this?  You 
know Jilly girl my eyesight has been failing more and more over the last 20 years.  I 
was scheduled to have cataract surgery right after my 80th birthday, but that never 
quite happened.”   

 Jillian sat in rapt attention as Alan continued, “Listen to this Jilly girl, the mole on 
that woman’s neck was in the exact place as I remember seeing it on my Grand-
mother’s neck, right below her left ear.  But this was a beautiful young woman, at 
least 50 years younger than my Grandma was when I last saw her before she died, 
and Grandpa had passed on about 9 years before that.”  Jillian didn’t move as Alan 
recounted how he was then able to distinguish the woman’s voice even as he saw 
her lips move in the distance.  It had been a long time but, Jilly, that voice sounded 
very similar to Grandma’s, only younger.  Alan then remarked, “I saw the young man 
walking next to the woman gently take hold of her upper left arm and say her 
name.  He called her  Marie.  It struck me because he said it with the emphasis on the 
first syllable.  Jilly girl,  Marie is my Grandma’s first name and that’s exactly how my 
Grandpa pronounced it when he spoke her name aloud!”  Alan told Jillian, “Then I 
saw the young man squeeze the young woman’s arm and pull her along.  He raised 
his left arm, pointed at me, and then shouted, Marie its Alan!  The young woman 
gave out a whoop and they immediately started running to me.” 

 “Jilly girl, I knew in that very moment that this young couple weren’t strangers at 
all.  Those 35 year old faces actually were Fred and Marie, my grandparents. I didn’t . 
know how it could be or where they had come from, but it was them.   

 “And I ran to them.”  

 “That’s the first time I have run without pain in 20 years.   Jilly girl this place is 
heaven! 

 Jillian laughed.   She thought about all that she had experienced since arriving.   

 “Yes Grandpa” she said, “This place is heaven.” 



Spring Emmaus walks are rapidly approaching. The Men's Walk is April 22 through 
April 25 and the Women's Walk is April 29 through May 2. Both walks begin Thurs-
day evening ending Sunday evening and will be held at the Gaylord United Method-
ist Church. 

 

These are a wonderful opportunity to deepen your commitment to being a Christ 
follower and to enhance your service to your local church. You will be fully blessed 
for the 72 hours you are there and for your "fourth day." 

 

For more information and an application, contact Kathy Martinchek at 347-4037. 

Worship Planning News 
As soon as Christmas was over, the worship planning team began working on the season 
of  Lent which seems to follow so closely.  Pastor Chip will be preaching from the Gospel 
of  John, dealing with the following themes: repentance, authenticity, integrity, 
reconciliation, intimacy, grafted to bear fruit, going after Him, leaving Him alone, and the 
theme of  grace on Easter Sunday.  The overall Lenten theme is, “Exhilaration: Climbing in 
Grace.”  All of  the messages will be dealing with issues that are often difficult and 
challenging, symbolizing our climb up the mountain.  On this journey we will need help-- 
we’ll need our guide with us because sometimes we can only see what is beneath our feet, 
and we certainly cannot see the top.  So while the experience is difficult, if  we follow the 
path and stay close to our guide, we will experience the exhilaration of  the climb and the 
goal. 

Our Maundy Thursday service will be on April 1, focusing on Jesus being left alone by his 
disciples when He needed them the most.  We will share a time of  communion together. 

Easter morning will be celebrated at the high school auditorium on Sunday April 4 at 
9:30.  All of  those participating in the service will be asked to rehearse on Saturday 
morning, April 3.  Since Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday all happen 
during spring break, our musical teams, choir, set up and tear down crews, hospitality 
team—all will need extra help.  Please any member of  the staff  if  you’re able to help in any 
of  these areas. 

The worship planning team would also like to encourage your artistic expressions of  your 
personal “climb in grace.”  This expression could take many forms; art work, poetry, devotional writing, 
dance, music, etc.  We believe that the art that was created during Advent was meaningful for the artists 
as well as the rest of  the congregation. 

Worship planning normally meets on Tuesday at 12:15, but not every week.  If  you wish to join us, 
please call ahead to see if  we’re meeting on that particular day. 



There is still time to be a part of  Easter 
Choir!!    

To those who are not able to commit to weekly 
choir rehearsal, the choir invites you to join us in 
rehearsals on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.  Music 
selection is in place, listening trax are available to 
help you review, and your attendance is most 
welcome.  Choir is looking forward to lifting our 
voices in song on Easter Sunday where we will 
be worshipping in ONE service at the 
Charlevoix High School Auditorium. 

AN EVENT FOR WOMEN 

Women’s Spring Retreat: So Long, Insecurity So Long, Insecurity So Long, Insecurity So Long, Insecurity  

A Beth Moore Simulcast Event  

Beth Moore is coming to women across North America live via satellite with a new message that will set 

us free from our insecurities!   

In her engaging, “speaking-right-to-you” style, Beth will once again bring a transforming message to 

women.  The message is this: We don’t have to be slaves to our insecurities!  We can conquer fear and 

doubt and discover the liberating confidence and security that is found in Christ. 

WhereWhereWhereWhere: Charlevoix Assembly of God 

WhenWhenWhenWhen: Saturday, April 24, 2010 at 9:30am-4:30pm 

CostCostCostCost: 25.00/person (Lunch included) 

Pre-registration Encouraged - Please pick up an application at the church kiosk.   

Contact Ginger Stevens at 547-6430 for more information. 

Youth Inquirer’s Class  

CRC will be offering a class for 8th-12th 

grade youth on May 3-6th from 4-5pm.  

This class is for those seeking more 

information about the church.  The youth 

will gain a deeper knowledge and insight 

about their faith.  Youth will be able to 

make an informed decision regarding 

membership with CRC.  Contact Ted 

Polleys at 547-9482 if interested. 

Benefit for Grant Winnell 

A fundraiser will take place Wednesday, March 
17th from 3-8pm at Fox Motors of  Charlevoix 
for Grant’s Fund for Grant Winnell’s medical 
expenses.  A St. Patrick’s Day Festival will take 

place including Irish food, music, silent 
auction items, and carnival games.  Cost is $10 

for adults and $5 for children under 12.  
Tickets can be purchased in advance through 

Fox Motors or in person.     



New members, Cole and Sarah Brady, are not new to the area.  Re-

cently, they have moved from Pickerel Lake Rd., Petoskey, to the city 

of Petoskey.  Sarah spent her younger years in Grand Rapids but 

moved north and graduated from Boyne City High School.  Cole 

graduated from Inland Lakes High School in Indian River.  He earned a 

degree in criminal justice from NCMC and trained at the Kirkland Po-

lice Academy. 

 Presently, Cole works as a deputy at the Emmet County Sher-

iff’s Department.  Sarah works as a 911 dispatcher and also as a care-

giver for an elderly lady. 

 At home Sarah and Cole are busy parenting Zoe and Ada, 5-

month-old twins, and Blair, 9-years-old.  Caring for the twins and attending Blair’s activities 

keep the Bradys very busy, but they do enjoy leisure time at the beach and swimming.  Occa-

sionally, Cole has time to hunt and fish. 

 Sarah has been attending CRC with her grandparents since she was 7-years-old.  Sarah 

and Cole wanted to raise their children with a church family, so they came to CRC where they 

feel “comfortable”; it’s like “being home.” 

-------- 

 When looking for a church family, Greg and Sherri Seese were seeking a place where 

they could “grow spiritually,” yet “be themselves.”  They had heard a lot of good things about 

CRC and were pleasantly surprised to find “what they were looking for.” 

 Greg is a Charlevoix native and has been a cook at the Flap Jack for 15 years.  Sherri grew 

up in Two Rivers, Wisconsin and moved here from Green Bay when she and Greg were married 

in 2006.  Sherri is a medical transcriptionist.  She studied at the Lake Shore Technical Institute 

in Cleveland, Wisconsin and, conveniently, works out of her home for Prevea Health Clinic, 

continuing the job she began in Wisconsin 20 years ago. 

 Greg spends most of his leisure time exploring computer technology.  He also loves kay-

aking, an interest he now shares with his wife.  Together they enjoy biking and camping. 

 Sherri says she would like to write a book someday—to tell her life story.  She is also in-

terested in starting a Huntington Disease Support Group in the community.  Anyone who has a 

common concern and would like to become involved may call Sherri at 231-709-8125. 

                                                                         -----Submitted by Mary Seaman 



 MID-DAY BOOK BREAK 

Discussion of:     There Is No Me without You by Melissa Fay Greene 

(This book was reviewed in the Jan/Feb “In Touch.”) 

Led by:  Kathy Martinchek 

Place:  Community Reformed Church 

Date and Time:  Thursday, March 18th at 12:00-1:00 

Provided:  Soup and Salad (Cost: Donation) 

Nursery Available 

 

 

Book Review: Shane Claiborne’s IRRESISTIBLE REVOLUTION 
The third Thursday of every month finds folks gathered at church over lunch, discussing the 

current book…February’s was The Irresistible Revolution by Shane Claiborne. For those of us 
who have long wrestled with seeing so much need around the world, including in our own 
backyard, yet paralyzed by the enormity of the challenge, this book offers starting points. 

 
This book describes one man’s total dedication to servanthood…taking his faith into the ghet-

tos of Philadelphia, into the leper colonies in India, into the Black Hole of Calcutta working 
alongside Mother Theresa, to Iraq where he comforts a grieving Iraqi mother who has lost her 

son to the war. His ventures are radical, transformative, and utterly irresistible. 
 

Claiborne takes serving to a new level. While serving others, he finds his own blessings 
amongst the oppressed. Sacrificially, he eschews a life of material comforts for a life of relative 

poverty and commitment to being the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in a world most of us 
know only through someone else’s telling. 

 
He takes on our culture of materialism (even some of our mega churches) and lives an austere 
existence, often relying on the generosity of those around him. Countercultural yes, but by ex-

amining his life, he creates and itch in you that cannot be “scratched” by inactivity. The only 
way to relieve an itch is through the action of scratching. This book ignites a fire, a revolution 
in the reader to do something. It all begins with personal transformation, changing our life fo-

cus off ourselves onto Jesus Christ and out to a hurting world. 
 

Interesting, challenging, in this book, you will find yourselves being transformed by the possi-
bilities for service that abound in our world…globally AND locally. 

                                                                                                 

           -Submitted by Kathy Martinchek            

The story of one woman’s 

odyssey to rescue her 

country’s children from the 

AIDs epidemic that orphans 

thousands of children daily. 



Children’s Ministry Notes 

  What you do matters! 

          Jesus SMILES when he sees your ministry 

                        You pass on FAITH and HOPE to a future adult 

            You help children find their voice 

You change the world---one child at a time 

                        If the Bible were still being written today, The writers would be writing about the likes of you 

As you encourage a child’s faith…….you encourage your faith 

You get to watch children become friends and followers of Jesus 

Jesus is the author and the finisher of your faith…..and your ministry 

                        Kid’s fingerprints leave a mark on your HEART 

            Children are counting on you 

                                                If not you, then who? 

                                    GOD has called you 

January/February 2010 issue of Children’s Ministry  

IMPORTANT messages and REMINDERS  

• Sunday school leaders: Please sign-up for 1st and 2nd grade for the months of April and May.  Thank 

you!! 

• K.O.W. classes offered during both church services for kids ages 4 to 2nd grade NEEDS adult supervi-

sion. If you have a child that attends the 8:30 or 10:45 class, PLEASE  sign-up to take your turn in 

helping.  There is a sign-up sheet on the entrance door of the KOW room.  Thank you for your help 

and support!!! 

• NURSERY:  If you or group/organization are planning to use the nursery, there is a NEW Sign-In 

sheet posted on the entrance to the nursery. PLEASE date and sign the sheet and read ALL the nursery 

Rules about NO Food in the nursery and the importance of picking up the toys and cleaning up before 

you leave.  PLEASE BE ACCOUNTABLE. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

• MARCH 28 ---Brain-storming meeting for family and friends of kids ages 4 to 5th grade. TIME: 9:45 

TO 10:30 –LOCATION: TBA   

• JUNE 1--- 13 Volunteers will be needed (1 each Sunday throughout the Summer) for the K.O.W. pro-

gram for kids for ages 4 to 2nd grade. Look for the sign-up sheet and more information in future Sun-

day bulletins. 

• V.B.S.—JUNE 21-25 hosted again at the Castle Farms with other area churches. THEME:   Egypt ----

The journey of Joseph from prison to Palace.  “ For I know the plans I have for you…. To give you a future and 

a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) If you can help, the next meeting is Tuesday, March 9 at the Nazarene Church 

@ 7pm. 

Parent-to-Parent Corner 

Kid Quote: 

5 year old Jessica mixed up 
words to "You are my All in All" 
and sang, "You are my Tylenol." 

When her mom corrected her 
Jessica said, "But Mommy, it's 
true!  He's like Tylenol because 
he makes me feel better too." 



• Congratulations to Kirby and Leanna Dorius, married on February 14, 2010 

• Congratulations Ron and Mary Ann Cox on the celebration of your 40th 

Wedding Anniversary 

• Happy Birthday to Bev Boss who celebrated a “monumental” birthday on 

March 4th    

GLOBAL OUTREACH  

Heart for Africa: Trip registration is open for the July 

15-25, 2010 trip where we will hand out hats and blan-

kets to 15,000 orphans and vulnerable children.  Email 

Litsemba2010-hats@heartforafrica.org if you are in-

terested in this trip.  

LOCAL OUTREACH  

Marriage Enrichment Opportunities:  

Family Life has an enrichment weekend coming up April 30-
May 2nd in Kalamazoo.  This is an outstanding opportunity 
to spend a weekend away with your spouse and focus on 
your marriage.  For more information, go to 
www.familylife.com.  Click on marriage conferences, then 
dates & locations, and you will find information regarding 
this event.  Every marriage needs enrichment. 

 

DivorceCare and DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K):  

Contact Amy Spegele at 675-1925 

 

Stephen’s Ministry - Contact Jan Boss at 547-9482 

PREGNANCY AND RESOURCE PREGNANCY AND RESOURCE PREGNANCY AND RESOURCE PREGNANCY AND RESOURCE 

CENTERCENTERCENTERCENTER    

Please remember to pick up a Baby 

Bottle outside of the nursery to 

help support our local Pregnancy 

and Resource Center in Petoskey. 



HeavenHeavenHeavenHeaven                       ----Chip SauerChip SauerChip SauerChip Sauer 

The whole conversation that has been buzzing around the church through this study has been 

fascinating, enlightening, and definitely encouraging.  It’s interesting to hear our perceptions and 

expectations of what heaven will be like.  Most of us seem to have some understanding which we’ve 

gained about heaven, but it’s been interesting to consider where those understandings have come 

from.  I’ve heard many (including myself) say, “It will be awesome.  We just don’t know exactly what 

it will be like.”  I was challenged by Randy Alcorn’s thoughts on this perspective. 

 One thing I’ve found is that books about Heaven are notorious for saying we can’t 

 know what Heaven is like, but it will be more wonderful than we can imagine.  However, 

 the moment we say that we can’t imagine Heaven, we dump cold water on all that 

 God has revealed to us about our eternal home.  If we can’t envision it, we can’t 

 look forward to it.  If Heaven is unimaginable, why even try? 

 

 Everything pleasurable we know about life on Earth we have experienced through 

 our senses.  So, when Heaven is portrayed as beyond the reach of our senses, it  

 doesn’t invite us; instead, it alienates and even frightens us.  Our misguided attempts 

 to make Heaven “sound spiritual” (i.e., non-physical) merely succeed in making  

 Heaven sound unappealing.                     (Heaven, p. 17) 

 

That has really challenged me to base my perceptions on Scripture and not let my own lack of effort 

keep me from seeing what God has shown us about what is to come. 

I have also been reminded of the reality of hell through this conversation of heaven.  Both C.S. Lewis 

and Randy Alcorn have definitely reminded me that heaven is no guarantee. 

 

 The safest road to hell is a gradual one – the gentle slope, soft underfoot,  without sudden 

 turnings, without milestones, without signposts.                C.S. Lewis 

 

 Heaven is not our default destination.  No one goes there automatically.  Unless our sin 

 problem is resolved, the only place we will go is our true default  destination . . . Hell.  

             Alcorn, Heaven, p. 23 

 If we understood Hell even the slightest bit, none of us would every say, “Go to Hell.”  It’s far 



 too easy to go to Hell.  It requires no change of course, no navigational adjustments.  We were 

 born with our autopilot set toward Hell.  It is nothing to take lightly – Hell is the single greatest 

 tragedy in the universe.                    Alcorn, Heaven, p. 27 

 God determined that he would rather go to Hell on our behalf than live in Heaven without us.  

 He so much wants us not to go to Hell that he paid a horrible price on the cross so that we 

 wouldn’t have to.                                Alcorn, Heaven p. 28 

Heaven is definitely an experience you want to have and definitely the place you want to be. Heaven 

is here on earth today; it’s being experienced by those who have died in Christ, and we look forward 

to the future heaven that is to come when Christ returns. 

 

It’s here today in the moments and glimpses when God’s glory, joy, peace, love & hope shine through 

in the brokenness of this world.  It’s brief, and as Paul says, it’s like seeing in a mirror dimly (I 

Corinthians 13:12).  We can see and taste heaven, but it’s just a nibble. 

 

Then there’s the heaven experienced by those who have died in faith in Christ.  They are separate 

from the body so present with God.  Their experience of heaven is not dim, for they are fully WITH 

Jesus.  Yet, they are also waiting – waiting for Jesus to bring heaven down to earth – waiting to be 

restored to their physical bodies – waiting for the final and complete restoration of humankind and 

creation. 

 

And someday, there will be HEAVEN.  Jesus will come back to earth and restore all things.  It has not 

yet happened, this future heaven.  We get some insight of this day in Ezekiel, Daniel, Matthew, I 

Corinthians 15, and Revelation, but it is also important to look at that day through the lens of Genesis 

1 & 2.  We can’t and won’t know what it will all be like until it happens, but we do know that it 

includes a bodily resurrection, a time of judgment (Matthew 25:31-46; Daniel 7:9-14; Revelation 15-

20), the restoration of creation to its state pre-fall (including the uniting of heaven and earth), and the 

incomprehensible gift of seeing God face-to-face. 

 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; and they will be his people “See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; and they will be his people “See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; and they will be his people “See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; and they will be his people 

    and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear  from their eyes.  Death will be no and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear  from their eyes.  Death will be no and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear  from their eyes.  Death will be no and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear  from their eyes.  Death will be no 

    more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”   

                  Revelation 21:3b-4 



  R.C.W. 

On Saturday, February 20th, our R.C.W. hosted the Lenten Breakfast 

with the theme of “Let’s Care for Each OtherLet’s Care for Each OtherLet’s Care for Each OtherLet’s Care for Each Other”.  Not only did the 50 

women enjoy a delicious breakfast of fruit, quiche and bagels, but they listened to a moving speech 

by Char Lundy R.N.  Char dispensed numerous nuggets of wisdom regarding the need to take care of 

the members of our Church family  who are in need spiritually, physically or emotionally.  We soon 

learned from Char that the beauty of caring within our church is the simplicity of it.  Numerous 

times she stressed that you tap into the gifts of the church members, whether those gifts be carpen-

try, cooking, cleaning or sitting quietly with a member in need.  She alleviated our fears that we so 

often think of; that caring within our church is overwhelming.  It need not be if we all share just a 

little bit of what we are good at.  

The reception that Char received was wonderfully warm, and many members are considering tap-

ping into Char’s other gifts to further educate them about dementia, body mechanics to prevent inju-

ries when caring at home for family members, as well as local resources to help us better care for our 

members.  We look forward to further communication with Char.   

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars 

for the 

RCW’s Spring FlingRCW’s Spring FlingRCW’s Spring FlingRCW’s Spring Fling    

For Women and Girls of all ages 

Monday, May 10th at 6:00 

Community Reformed Church 

Chicken Caesar Salad 

Fresh Fruit 

Homemade Breads 

Presentation by Fred Siegwart’s Guatemala Team 

More information to follow in the Bulletin  


